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    We have some amazingly great news! 
The year 2020 has had us all making a lot of changes in our lives, and our life has been no 

different. While we have not been able to visit all our supporters, it has been a good year 

for us to recharge our batteries and prepare ourselves for a new ministry assignment. To 
explain that, we would like to answer a few questions for you: 

So, Mark and Diane, what are you doing next?  
We have some exciting news for you! God has opened a new door of ministry for us that we 

have been praying about for a long time.  We have accepted a ministry position to be the 
lead pastor of an international church in Cairo, Egypt.  

How will your ministry change?  
When we left for Europe nearly 4 years ago, it was for a 2-3 year but open-ended 

commitment. Because we were never granted a resident visa for Greece, we based in Italy,  

where we were able to get a visa. This blessing was a stopgap until we could find a better 

solution for a ministry base. God provided that solution by giving us a strategically located 

assignment in the Middle East, where Mark will be the senior pastor in an international 

church that represents anywhere from 20 to 30 different nations.  

• Cairo is a gateway city, and the largest city in the Arab world. What happens in Cairo 

can have impact in many other nations as well. 

• Pastoral work will allow us to have a greater ministry of missionary care to 

strengthen and encourage front-line workers with people of the predominant 

religion of the Arab world. 

• International churches are missional – their transient nature means that through 

Gospel preaching and good teaching, many people can return to their passport 

countries stronger believers, and better equipped to build the church in whatever 

nation their home may be.   
 

Cairo is at the Center of the Greater Middle East 

 



How will your ministry be the same?  
• We are still ABWE missionaries, and we are still assigned to the CEEMed (Central and 

Eastern Europe and Mediterranean) Resource Team. 

• Just as we did previously in Chile and Nicaragua, a great portion of our focus will be on 

pastoral ministry as well as leadership training in various venues.  

• A move to Cairo further fleshes out our 2016 Ministry Proposal for moving to the CEEMed 

region, which included “assisting restricted access partners in the Middle East.”  

• Vision casting, coaching, strategic planning for church planting movements, and strong 

national partner relationships remain a high priority in our ministry travels in Greece and 

other countries. 

What are your security issues?  

• Of course there will be challenges, but we will join many others who are already there who 

have chosen to serve Christ and the nations. And after all, the safest place has always been 

the center of God's will. 

• Communication will need to be guarded, but unlike most workers in creative access 

countries we will be able to maintain a relatively high profile. As a pastor of a legally 

recognized church, there is nothing secret about what we do there. Anything beyond that, 

however, may not be communicated in writing (including avoiding using words like “abwe, 

missionary, evangelism,” etc.). As we understand the situation better, we’ll let you know.  

Shouldn’t missionaries stay in one place?  
• Well sure, if that's what God asks them to do! Longevity makes the greatest impact. 

However, there is also good precedent in the first–century Church for missionaries who 

traveled extensively. Paul, Barnabas, John Mark, Silas, Timothy, Tychicus, Epaphras and 

many others (Acts 20:4-5) all traveled around the Roman world. Aquila and Priscilla 

traveled a lot also, perhaps in part because like us, they probably didn’t have children at 

home. Although they were from Asia Minor, they ministered in both Rome and Corinth. 

Then, while on their way to Syria, Paul asked them to accompany him and help the church 

in Ephesus, where their desire to help others grow in the faith was a great asset to the 

church there. We’d like to think of them as role models for Mark and Diane in the ministry. 

• Our sending church (Heritage Baptist Church of Lakeland, Florida), churches where we 

have been able to share this vision, and our mission leaders are greatly, to quote Heritage 

Baptist, “rejoicing in this huge answer to prayer in their [the Henzler’s] lives.”  

What about your finances?  
You are doing great! You, our supporters, have carried us through Covid in an amazing 

way, and we thank you! Our current support level is 93%. 

So, our beloved partners, we greatly covet your prayers– “Be steadfast, unmovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, for you know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord!” 

Mark and Diane Henzler  

CEEMed Resource Team 
Pastor – Heliopolis Community Church 
Questions? mhenzler@abwe.cc 


