
 

 

 

 

 
 

30 December 2020 
Dear Prayer Partners,   

Thank you for undergirding us and the ministry here in South Africa through your prayers and support during this 
particularly challenging year. Like many countries in the world, South Africa took a multi-level lockdown approach to 
dealing with Covid-19.  At times we were not allowed to gather together, or visit people in their homes, and during 
the highest levels we could only leave the house to buy groceries.  Naturally, it could be assumed that these 
restrictions would hinder ministry, however, various technologies provided all kinds of new methods to reach into 
the homes and lives of our people!   
  
2020 was one of the busiest years we’ve experienced in ministry.  Yes, ministry was sometimes more difficult, but 
this year taught us to become more flexible and adaptable in the way we ministered to people.  Video conferencing 
technology and various social platforms enabled us to have effective ministry and we saw growth in our people’s 
individual walks with God.  Live video Bible studies encouraged greater participation from previously “Sunday only” 
church attenders.  For 3 hours each week Marc taught Bible Institute classes.  One of the Bible Institute students in 
another town has been “visiting” our church via Zoom to lead a Bible study in Genesis.  We had opportunity to train 
our people in Evangelism over a period of 4 months, and with a Bible study series, we broadened their knowledge of 
the Old Testament prophets.   
 
Counseling (or “accelerated discipleship” as I like to call it) was so fruitful this year.  One on one discipleship has 
been surprisingly effective via the various technologies… and through the challenges, people saw our desire to serve 
them and our love for them. In addition to our “normal ministry”, there were opportunities to minister to people in 
other countries.  In particular, the pastoral training of men in Zimbabwe was able to continue.   
Dare I say it… it’s been a GOOD year in ministry!  And we praise the Lord that His work is never hindered, no matter 
what challenges we may face! 
  
In our personal lives, there were a number of hardships, the greatest being separated from our loved ones during 
times of celebration and challenge.  We were not able to attend our daughter Nicole’s wedding, something we so 
looked forward to.  Then Nancy’s dad had a couple of short hospital stays in March/April and had to start chemo in 
May for a rare blood cancer and in September was diagnosed with an abdominal aneurysm. It was difficult to be far 
away. We are so grateful for neighbors, friends and fellow believers who helped with transport needs and meals and 
even weeding their garden!  
 
The borders opened to international travel on October 1 and about 3 weeks later, Nancy travelled back to help her 
parents for a few months. Thankfully, the chemo and ongoing medication have greatly improved his blood numbers 
and the latest scan shows no change in the aneurysm. Please pray for his kidney function to improve as it is being 
affected by either the cancer or meds. Nancy helped her parents around the house, cooking meals to strengthen her 
dad, daily walks with him, etc.  Her nursing background was put to good use. 
After Matthew finished his final exams for his 3rd year of engineering studies, he joined Nancy in the States for a 
couple of weeks to visit his grandparents, whom he hadn’t seen face to face in 8 years. Nicole and Alex also came 
down from Wisconsin and visited for a couple of weeks. Lord willing, Nancy returns to South Africa in January.    
 
We covet your prayers for 2021:  that we would continue to adapt to the challenges we are sure to face, that the 
ministry would go from strength to strength, and that we will boldly proclaim the gospel at each opportunity.  
 

Thank you for faithfully praying for and supporting us,    Marc, Nancy, & Matthew 


