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MEDICAL MISSION UPDATE 

March, 2021 
 

We knew that restarting our medical mission trips overseas would be complicated due to 

Covid….. and it was. We decided to start back with a very small team, since it needed to be flexible 

enough so that surprises or delays would be just a problem and not a disaster.  So, our first team was 

just me!  

I was due to leave at the end of February and sent my visa application with my passport to the 

Liberian consulate in Washington.  It was delayed in transit. As we searched to find the problem, I 

had to delay my flight a week, then changed the ticket again for another week.  Finally arriving in 

Liberia in March, we found that I had to give up one day of ministry to get a special Covid test 

(which had to be negative) to be able to exit the country back through Paris to the USA.  We had 

extra lines at each location coming and going where we were checked for our Covid status and 

filled out extra forms. Moreover, I had to wear a mask for the whole 30-hour plane trip each way 

and most of the time on the ground in Liberia.  

We have been going to Liberia for over 20 years, working with a wonderful group of pastors with a 

heart for evangelism and church planting. For various reasons, including the Ebola and Covid 

epidemics, we were not able to go for about 6 years. So, we are very excited to return to that 

ministry. Pastor James Togba has been the organizer of most of my trips, helping to keep us 

focused on opening villages to the Gospel and new church plants.  

One of the men I work with is Harris Kollie, head of the local Christian clinic.  The Saturday 

before I left, he was going to the graduation of his wife, Shirley, from high school.  When he 

married her 30 years ago, she was 17 and with only a second-grade education.  For the next 30 years 

she persisted in getting a year of school here and one there, during the years of civil war, civil 

unrest, massive epidemics (worst was Ebola), and raising a family with little money. The school 

system in Liberia was, and still is, in shambles. So, it took 30 years to complete 10 years of school. 

We are so proud of her graduation.  She is considering going into midwifery over the next couple of 

years.  

In a real sense Shirley illustrates the struggles and persistence of the Liberian people through 

extremely difficult times.  The country is really starting to show signs of prosperity with new 

construction all over the cities and towns, and then very slowly into the villages.  Most of the 

education system is still broken with no regular schooling available for most of the population.  

I met some of my Liberian heroes, Matthew and Ellen Page. Almost 20 years ago during the brutal 

civil war, the rebels would loot houses and businesses, even stripping the aluminum off the roofs, as 

their “pay.” Our Christian Clinic was just finished with fresh paint and a new roof. Matthew and 
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Ellen moved their family into the clinic to protect it. Multiple times the armed rebels came by to 

strip the new building.  

Matthew met them outside and said, “You cannot take anything from this building, because it 

belongs to God.”  

They replied, “We will shoot you!”  

His response was, “You can kill me, but you still cannot have anything from this building, because 

it belongs to God.” Each time the rebels just left! At the end of the war, the clinic was the only 

building of any kind in that whole region that was untouched.  

We helped in Christian clinic and two towns well off into the interior.  The two are both new 

church start up ministries with regular preaching. Further, these two towns had never received a 

medical team, and some patients had never seen a doctor. Imagine having a urine infection for five 

or ten years straight. Or having heartburn so bad for so many years that it hurts into your back, with 

no relief.  And unfortunately, malaria is very prevalent (virtually everyone has it now or has had it 

in the past).  All together we saw about 220 very needy patients on what was mostly a survey trip.  

My colleagues and I had 11 trips planned for this year. So far, 5 have had to be cancelled mostly 

due to the ongoing severity of the Covid pandemic in those countries. In the USA we are slowly 

making progress due to the vaccines. However, most of the world does not have such access. Our 

Paraguay trip was cancelled at the last minute because the country had a tremendous surge of cases 

and the government closed everything except hospitals and grocery stores. 

For an unknown reason, many of the African countries are not suffering as much as South 

America, North America, or Western Europe. For this reason, we feel that our upcoming trips to 

Zambia in June (18-27) and Uganda in August (20-29) will be possible. Pray with us for all our 

complex preparations, for safety, for open doors in many hearts, for a sound testimony, and for 

salvation of souls. Also, we are planning on a trip to India in September or October, if that country 

is open. 

Thank you so much for your prayers and your support through the years. May God keep each of you 

in strength, peace, wisdom, joy, and blessing in Christ. 

Your medical missionaries to the world, 

Jack and Sandy Sorg 

 

If you are receiving this email in error, or want to stop receiving it for any reason, please click your 

reply button and type “unsubscribe” in the subject line. We will remove you email address.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Upper left: Harris 

and Shirley Kollie. 

He is the chief 

medical officer of 

the clinic. She is 

going to continue 

her studies for a 

midwifery degree. 

 

Middle left: Pastor 

James and Lydia 

Togba. He pastors 

a church in the 

capital, Monrovia. 

 

Lower left: 

Matthew and Ellen 

Page. In 

background is 

building that they 

helped save. They 

now run an 

orphanage with 

about 20 children. 
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Upper: typical “bridge” 

going to an interior village. 

This “main road” services 

multiple villages. 

 

Left: some children in an 

interior village. Currently, 

there is not schooling for 

them except what a local 

church may offer.  



 

 

 

Upper: Dr. Jack treating a patient in the village church building. Most of these folks had not seen a 

doctor for years, and some have not been to a doctor their whole life.  

Below: Dr. Coril Curtis-Warmington helping in the village clinic.  She is a missionary out of Jamaica 

with Faith and Deeds Mission. She first came to Liberia with one of our teams about 15 years ago. A 

few years later she returned permanently to serve there.  



 

 

A local pastor friend of Dr. Coril who is preaching in one of the villages.  


