
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of
peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11

In the early, early morning hours of Tuesday, October 5th, we received a text
message from our daughter Amy that their family, Dr. Steve and Kat and their
two visiting medical personnel were asked to leave their homes in the middle
of the night and go to our mission station in the next town.  They woke up the
children, hurriedly packed backpacks and were escorted by the police.  They
stayed together at the mission station on Tuesday under guard as the men met
with police officials trying to ascertain what the threat was.  They were told
that there was a credible threat and there were meetings taking place between
high ranking police and military officials as well as the American Embassy. 
Wednesday, Dr. Steve was allowed to go back to the clinic to treat some critical
patients while Joe and Colin were able to take care of some projects they were
working on.  This was all done with a police escort.  Wednesday afternoon, they
were all called back to the mission station and more meetings took place.  They
were told that they had orders from high officials that they were to be taken
further south to the capital city.  They drove into the night and stopped at a
guest house after midnight where missionary friends welcomed them and gave
them a place to stay.  On Thursday, they were then escorted to the capital
under police guard.  Once in the capital they were taken  directly to Police
headquarters to be debriefed.  Over the next few days, they met with the US
Ambassador and her staff, the Regional Security Officer, the Director of Police
and the Minister of the Interior.  The Minister of the Interior answers directly to
the President of the Republic of Benin.  He confirmed that there was a very
specific threat made which had prompted the evacuation but that there is an
ongoing general threat directed toward all westerners in the north.  He told
them that the President himself had been monitoring the situation and it was
his decision that all westerners were to leave the north.  They would not be
allowed to return home to live and work in northern Benin.  He communicated
the President’s sincere apologies.  They also expressed their appreciation for



our missionary’s service to Benin. 

As you can imagine our team has been on a roller coaster of emotions.  There 
are some answers but still lots of questions.  Dr. Steve and his team had only 
come out for a month and will be heading back to the U.S.  Our FBM team, the 
Ovenell and Marshall families have been told that they do not have to leave 
Benin.  They are welcome to stay and re-locate.  They just cannot return to 
their former location for at least two years. 

We praise God for His intervention and protection.  We praise Him for safety as 
they traveled terrible roads during the night.  We praise Him for His constant 
presence in their lives and that even in the midst of the storm, they can sense 
His peace.  Pray for them as they seek God’s face asking Him to show them 
clearly what He would have them do next.  Pray for them as they evaluate 
ministries and determine how to support and encourage from a distance. 
Would you especially pray for their children?  Amy and Joseph have 4 boys and 
Colin and Teena have 2 boys and a girl.  This has not been easy on the kids!They 
have shared with us that they do not believe that God is closing the door. They 
believe that God has them there for a reason and that their ministry is not 
finished.  Pray for wisdom and a spirit of unity as they consider together as a 
team where God would have them be.  Please pray for national brothers and 
sisters  that they left behind.  Pray for the clinic staff, Pastors and evangelists, 
Teachers and others who our missionaries serve alongside.   Pray for their 
protection, strength and boldness to stand for Christ! 
We have more we could share but we wanted to get this brief update out to 
you. 

Thank you for praying for us and for praying for our FBM missionaries.  Thank 
you for praying specifically for our Benin team at this time.

May God be praised!

Chris & Diane

Chris and Diane Marine
VP of Missionary Care




