
Celebrating God’s Goodness to the Last Drop!

Dear friends,

Last December we ended our prayer letter with this: Stephanie and I are praying and preparing to hand over our 
responsibilities to others as we are asking the Lord to guide our steps for the future. We are looking for His light to shine and 
prepare our home assignment next year. We look forward to sharing in person many of these stories with you! Please pray 
as we prepare this time to be back with you in March of 2023. 

So here’s how God answered, miracle upon miracle, all the way to our last days here!

The process of preparing Samuele and Fabio to lead the Logos church as elders has been completed. After reporting, 
consulting and praying with the elders of our sending church in Rome, we presented these men to the Logos church family. 
A three-week-period of prayer was given to the church before this decision was finalized. Sunday March 5, in the morning 
service, we celebrated this wonderful step forward!

A couple of weeks ago, right in our living room (already crowded with boxes ready to go!), our neighbors Cristiano and 
Monica surrendered to God’s love, confessed their sinful condition, and embraced the call to follow Christ as Savior and 
Lord! After listening to our online services, after attending our church services as soon as covid restrictions were lifted, 
having participated in our ladies and men’s meetings in addition to one-on-one Bible studies, their hearts were ripe for an 
open step of faith. What an amazing joy it was to see their faces reflect the joy of God’s love and forgiveness! Yes, no 
one knows exactly when and how God choses to save, but we praise Him for the way we observed His work in this 
precious couple. Here we are, yesterday afternoon, getting ready to pray along with their children and saying goodbye!

About two weeks earlier, God's work became very evident in Luciano’s life. Luciano is an eighty-seven-year-old 
man. He started to regularly attend our church right after his believing wife passed away about 4 years ago. I 
officiated her funeral shortly after we arrived here in Florence. We recently restarted one-one-one Bible studies 
and this time it was clear that God was working in his heart. As Luciano read God's word on his own and 
listened carefully to the Gospel, I can say I clearly saw his countenance change as an awareness of his sin 
penetrated his heart. Hebrews 4:12 was so evident! What a privilege I felt as this old man become instantly open 
and vulnerable about his past and his deep need for God's forgiveness. 

About one week before Luciano’s profession of faith, Tamara, a lady from Ukraine, after two failed marriages, surrendered to 
the One Love that will never disappoint her! She had started to attend our meetings right at the time of the start of the Ukrainian 
war. We had asked her to help with interpreting as we started to minister through hair-cuts to ladies and children from Ukraine. 
Her availability was one of God’s tools to reach her heart. At the end of one of our Bible studies, together with Stephanie, we 
celebrated in her home as she declared her need for salvation in Christ and embraced God’s perfect love!



On February 12 we had two baptisms with Andrea and Emanuele, the young men I mentioned in our last letter 
regarding ongoing discipleship. The two of them had about one-hundred of their unsaved friends and relatives 
attend our baptismal service! Both of their testimonies were clear and powerful as they, at length, shared about 
God’s work in their hearts.

Here’s a picture of the two of them going out with me to reach the lost out in the neighborhood where our church building is. 
What a joy to see them embrace God’s word as well as His call to get busy in the Lord’s work in and outside the four walls 
of our church.
It's beautiful to say goodbye to a church where so much is happening both in numeric and in spiritual growth. We truly 
praise God for His huge grace and mercy in using us through these years here in Florence. He is so faithful and good… all 
the way to the last drop!
Now we are packing and are scheduled to hop on our plane on March 21, yes, tomorrow!!! As we prepare to get on that 
plane, we feel very tired, but incredibly full of joy and gratitude as so many intense, deep words from brothers and sisters 
sharing their testimonies of God’s grace still echo in our ears. 
Indiana will be our first stop and we will continue to keep you informed as we plan for rest, prayer and preparation for our 
next steps. We are also looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible at least once! Hopefully even more than that!! 
Thank you, dear friends, for your prayers and support as we continue to share the light wherever God places us, whether it 
is in Florence, on the plane, or back in the US!

With much love,
Steve and Stephanie




